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Abstract: Chinese American scientists have played a key role in the shaping of Chinese 
science and technology policy and in the discourse on modernization in China since the 
re-opening of its relations with the United States in the early 1970s. This paper examines 
the experiences, influences, and perceptions of Chinese American scientists in China, 
with a focus on the early reform era from the reestablishment of US-China diplomatic 
relations in 1979 to the Tiananmen tragedy of 1989. It argues that in their promotion of 
modernization in China, Chinese American scientists both capitalized and reinforced 
their image as transnational agents of modernity and Chinese cultural nationalism. 
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